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FROM THE EDITOR 

1 AM WILLING TO STEP DOWN 

Those readers who were horrified by taking 
literally what I said last month in this space, 
can breathe again. Looking around at what is 
happening to other dictators - sorry, beloved 
fathers of their countries - l've decided to jump 
the gun and step down as Chairman before 
being forced to by popular demand. lf you 
want democracy, which means letting the 
people make a mess ali on their own with
out any well-meaning help such as stifling 
dissent and watching out for your best inter
ests using secret police, you can have it. 1 witl 
retum ali the BCS patrimony that I have itle
gally diverted to my own use, total one ball
point pen, and am willing to go on triai for 
stealing BCS property before the lnternational 
Criminal Court in The Hague, because that's 
one of my favourite cities and I could stay 
with friends (although I bet Dutch prison cells 
are quite cornfortable and have lV and WiR, 
just like a 3-star Dutch hotel but free). 

ln The Hague stands the Mauritshuis with its 
private lake, the beautiful residence of Johan 
Maurits of Nassau, Governar of 17th century 
New Holland - its capital was first Olinda and 
!ater Recife, and it spread over Pernambuco 
and 5 more of the present north-eastem states 
of Brazil. The mansion has been tumed into 
a boutique museum. lnside, you can (or could 
when I was last there) wander atone in small 
rooms and get up dose to masterpieces like 
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Vermeer's The Girl with a Pearl Earring, 
Rembrandt's Anatomy Lesson and other 
gems, without bullet-proof Perspex screens 
and proximity alarms. The Van Gogh Museum 
is just a short step away and I assume they'd 
grant me bail if I gave up my passports and 
wore a tracking anklet. BCS should just 
about be able to afford R$1 mitlion, and any
way I guarantee they would get it back after 
a few months on my surrendering to the 
court for triai. Now do you see why we have 
to have some cash in hand for emergencies? 

lt's actually a bit sitly of me to abdicate 
before l've even had a proper inauguration 
ceremony, wearing my genuine pre-owned 
dictator's uniform and sash, placing my hat on 
my own head just as Napoleon crowned him
self, then throwing an Inaugural Banquet and 
Masked Bali at the Copacabana Palace, with 
free entry for ali BCS rnembers and heads of 
state - like Berlusconi, who is secretly dying 
for an invitation to visit BraziL I would bus in the 
BCS members from out of town, like Miguel 
Pereira and Brejal. Then see if, after that, they 
would take to the streets demanding my 
overthrow! As the poet Juvenal satirized, ''the 
People... hopes for just two things: bread 
and circuses." lt works every time. (lsn't 
Google great for sourcing quotations?) 
Members are always asking when the BCS 
will give them a free event, as if their mem-

bership fee would cover that as well as pay
ing for the Society's administration and over
head. We could do it if we had ali volunteer 
office staff, like a few years ago, or if ali 350 
members with their families would pay $95 
each to come to a second BCS event, which 
is what the ln( charged the 600 people who 
bought tickets for their fabulous Taste of Rio 
last month. 

l'rn sure the People's Committee who take 
over from me will follow up on my plans to 
attract the younger set with children, for 
example by having block parties in their own 
homes or the Salões de Festa of their con
dominiums, like some Brits in Barra do 
(since Botafogo is a bit of a drag for them 
to get to). And follow the lead of the St. 
Andrew Society by staging special events for 
kids, like SAfts forthcoming Kids Ceilidh 
complete with bagpipes and ali. The 
ArnSoc sAmerica's Day is kid-friendly and 
this year's QBP had games for the children. 
Let's bring in the new generation. Good luck 
to us ali! i.: 
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