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FROM THE EDITOR 

THE YEAR OF THE GOLDEN 
RABBIT 

Well, what a year 2011 has been so far! The 
key word up to now seems to be HELP. Who 
do you help first? Australia? New Zealand? 
Japan? or our neighbours in the mountain 
region of Rio de Janeiro? The BCS and part
ners are organizing a second Charity Concert, 
after the success of the first one, well report
ed in the February Umbrella. This time there 
is a specific target for your donations, the 
reconstruction of a facility for orphans of the 
Nova Friburgo landslides. This is a good 
cause. 1 should know, we and others lost our 
weekend homes in Teresópolis - nearly 40 
years of hard work, dreams, beloved pos
sessions and memories, completely washed 
away by this enormous 'tsunami' type ava
lanche of mud and rock that raced down the 
center of the valley and destroyed scores of 
homes and killed hundreds of people - not 
weekend homes but their only home, plus in 
many cases whole families. They deserve 
your help. 

According to the Chinese Zodiac the Year 
2011 is the Year of the Golden Rabbit, which 
begins on February 3, 2011 and ends on 
January 22, 2012. The Rabbit is the fourth 
sign of the Chinese Zodiac which consists of 
12 animais signs. The Rabbit is a lucky sign. 
Rabbits are private individuais and a bit 
introverted. People bom in the Year of the 
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Rabbit are reasonably friendly individuais 
who enjoy the company of a group of good 
friends. According to Chinese tradition, the 
Rabbit brings a year in which you can catch 
your breath and calm your nerves. Well, tell 
that to the Japanese! 

Rio has a lot to look forward to, including 
many improvements to make ali the future 
events possible. Everyone knows about the 
World Cup in 2014 and the Olympics in 2016, 
but Rio is also hosting the 5th Military Wortd 
Games (known as 'The Peace Games') in July 
this year. Looking further ahead, the UN 
Conference on Sustainable Development 
(UNCSD) will take place in Rio de Janeiro in 
June 2012. Also referred to as the Rio+20 Earth 
Summit.. due to the initial conference held in 
Rio in 1992, the objectives of the Summit are 
to secure renewed political commitment to 
sustainable development; to assess progress 
towards intemationally agreed goals and to 
address new and emerging challenges. The 
Summit will also focus on two specific themes: 
a green economy in the context of poverty 
eradication, and an institutional framework for 
sustainable development. 

To end with, let's look for some positive 
aspects of life ... We have a new Chaplain in 
Christ Church - at least he is filling in until 

September when we hope to have a new 
'permanent' Chaplain. Many of us know the 
Rev Stuart Broughton and his wife Kathryn, 
they have spent much time in Brazil and 
South America in the past, including one 
four year contract here, and we are happy to 
see them back in the vicarage. Rev Stuart 
distributed a booklet called 'Our Daily 
Bread', which is basically a guide to bible 
reading, but has some interesting articles. 
On the page for Monday 2ist March - the 
day The Umbrella closed for the April edi
tion, the story, in brief, was the following: 
During the time of economic crisis and 
depressing news, two university students 
decided to lift people's spirits by holding up 
a "Free Compliments" sign, once a week, 
and saying nice things to everyone who 
passed by: "I like your coat", "What a nice 
smile". People would deliberately walk by, 
just to hear a kind word. "Pleasant words 
are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul 
and health to the banes" (Prov. 16:24). Why 
not encourage someone today? ~ 
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